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Wh�t Is Immi�r�tion P�role?

Learn about the different types of parole and how to apply

Wh�t Is Immi�r�tion P�role?

Immi�r�tion p�role is �r�nted to cert�in non-citizens, �llowin� them to tempor�rily live �nd, in some c�ses, work in the United St�tes
without fe�r of deport�tion. Under the Immi�r�tion �nd N�tion�lity Act (https://www.�ovinfo.�ov/content/pk�/STATUTE-
66/pdf/STATUTE-66-P�163.pdf) (INA), the Secret�ry of the Dep�rtment of Homel�nd Security (DHS) is �ble to �r�nt p�role st�tus
(https://www.uscis.�ov/policy-m�nu�l/volume-3-p�rt-f-ch�pter-1#footnotelink-1) for ur�ent hum�nit�ri�n re�sons or re�sons
pert�inin� to public interest.

The l�w does not strictly de�ne these terms, le�vin� it up to the Dep�rtment of Homel�nd Security (DHS) — �nd its three sub-��encies
— to determine their me�nin�. It’s import�nt to note th�t, simil�r to the Deferred Action for Childhood Arriv�ls
(https://www.boundless.com/immi�r�tion-resources/wh�t-is-d�c�/) (DACA) pro�r�m, immi�r�tion p�role is not an immigration status
nor does it mean that a person has been officially admitted into the United States.

The followin� �uide will provide �n overview of immi�r�tion p�role:

�. Types of P�role
�. The P�role Process
�. Implic�tions of the BBB Act

Premium immi�r�tion support without the hi�h price t��. Browse our services.
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Types of P�role

In this section, we will �ddress three of the m�in types of immi�r�tion p�role.

Adv�nce P�role

In cert�in situ�tions, non-citizens who w�nt to le�ve the United St�tes tempor�rily c�n �pply for �dv�nce p�role (usin� Form I-131
(https://www.boundless.com/immi�r�tion-resources/the-�dv�nce-p�role-tr�vel-document-expl�ined/)). Unfortun�tely, in some c�ses,
those �r�nted �dv�nce p�role m�y not be permitted to re-enter upon their return. U.S. Customs �nd Border Protection (CBP) ret�ins the
�uthority to override p�role st�tus �t the border if they see �t.
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For inst�nce, DACA recipients mi�ht be rejected �t the border due to their history of unl�wful presence. Green c�rd �pplic�nts who �re
still w�itin� to he�r b�ck from U.S. Citizenship �nd Immi�r�tion Services (USCIS) mi�ht be rejected if their petition w�s denied durin�
their trip �bro�d.

Non-citizens mi�ht �pply for �dv�nce p�role if:

Their �reen c�rd �pplic�tion is still pendin�
They’re still w�itin� to he�r b�ck �bout their petition for �sylum �nd they w�nt to tr�vel to C�n�d� to �pply for � U.S. immi�r�nt vis�
They h�ve Tempor�ry Protected St�tus (TPS) or �re � recipient of DACA �nd wish to tr�vel �bro�d
They h�ve v�lid person�l re�sons (such �s � de�th in the f�mily)

Si�ni�c�nt Public Bene�t P�role

This type of p�role is �ener�lly implemented when � non-citizen, who is otherwise un�ble to enter the United St�tes, is needed �s �
witness in court proceedin�s — usu�lly involvin� intern�tion�l dru� tr�f�ckin� or issues pert�inin� to n�tion�l security.

In r�re c�ses, public bene�t p�role mi�ht be extended (https://www.uscis.�ov/hum�nit�ri�n/hum�nit�ri�n-or-si�ni�c�nt-public-
bene�t-p�role-for-individu�ls-outside-the-united-st�tes) to � non-citizen seekin� experiment�l medic�l tre�tment. In this c�se, it
mi�ht be �r�ued th�t the public would bene�t from the knowled�e ��ined durin� the �dministr�tion of tre�tment.

Ur�ent Hum�nit�ri�n P�role

As mentioned �bove, DHS h�s bro�d discretion�ry power to interpret the l�w — speci�c�lly, the me�nin� of the terms “ur�ent” �nd
“hum�nit�ri�n.” Nonetheless, USCIS h�s indic�ted three import�nt f�ctors th�t it includes in its deliber�tions:

The level of sufferin� experienced if p�role is not �r�nted
The time pressure
The effect � rejection mi�ht h�ve on the �pplic�nt’s well bein�

A petitioner’s situ�tion m�y be deemed ur�ent if it involves � strict timeline — for inst�nce, if the petitioner is in dire need of medic�l
tre�tment or if they h�ve � f�mily member who is ne�rin� the end of their life. To be cle�r, USCIS of�cers m�y t�ke other f�ctors under
consider�tion when determinin� the outcome of � p�role request (more on this l�ter).

These �re just three types of p�role. Others include Milit�ry P�role-in-Pl�ce �nd country-speci�c pro�r�ms like the Cub�n F�mily
Reuni�c�tion Pro�r�m. For more inform�tion on the v�rious types of p�role requests, you c�n visit the USCIS website
(https://www.uscis.�ov/hum�nit�ri�n/hum�nit�ri�n-p�role/�uid�nce-on-evidence-for-cert�in-types-of-hum�nit�ri�n-or-si�ni�c�nt-
public-bene�t-p�role-requests).

The P�role Process

The process for obt�inin� p�role st�tus is not str�i�htforw�rd. E�ch of the three sub-��encies — USCIS, CBP, �nd Immi�r�tion �nd
Customs Enforcement (ICE) — h�s bro�d �uthority in determinin� whether � person is eli�ible to receive p�role.

E�ch ��ency de�ls with its own subset of requests. ICE, for its p�rt, de�ls prim�rily with requests pert�inin� to n�tion�l security �nd
crime-rel�ted issues. CBP, on the other h�nd, m�kes decisions re��rdin� p�role �t the port-of-entry. For our purposes, we will focus on
p�role for people livin� outside the United St�tes, �s implemented by USCIS. In this section, we’ll cover the followin�:

Sponsor Requirements
Eli�ibility Criteri�
Filin� Process

Sponsor Requirements

USCIS will w�nt to know whether the p�rolee will h�ve �n�nci�l support durin� their st�y in the United St�tes. To th�t end, the
�pplic�nt must h�ve � �n�nci�l sponsor who c�n provide evidence of suf�cient �n�nci�l resources. Note: the sponsor may be the
same person as the petitioner.

https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/humanitarian-or-significant-public-benefit-parole-for-individuals-outside-the-united-states
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/humanitarian-parole/guidance-on-evidence-for-certain-types-of-humanitarian-or-significant-public-benefit-parole-requests
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The sponsor will need to submit Form I-134 (https://www.boundless.com/immi�r�tion-resources/form-i-134-expl�ined/), otherwise
known �s �n Af�d�vit of Support — not to be confused with Form I-864 (https://www.boundless.com/immi�r�tion-resources/wh�t-is-
�n-�f�d�vit-of-support/), which is often used in conjunction with f�mily-b�sed �reen c�rd �pplic�tions. Form I-134 is usu�lly required
in non-immi�r�nt contexts, such �s with p�role. To successfully �le this form
(https://www.uscis.�ov/sites/def�ult/�les/document/forms/i-134instr.pdf), the sponsor will need to supply evidence th�t they h�ve the
�n�nci�l me�ns to support the �pplic�nt. Evidence m�y include the followin�:

A written st�tement from � b�nk of�ci�l indic�tin� the d�te the �ccount w�s opened, the current b�l�nce, �nd the tot�l deposit
�mount for the previous ye�r
A written st�tement (on of�ci�l st�tion�ry) provided by �n employer indic�tin� whether the job is tempor�ry or perm�nent, the
sponsor’s s�l�ry, � description of the position, �nd the d�te of employment
A list of bonds owned by the sponsor
A copy of their most recent t�x return, if the sponsor is self employed

L�stly, the sponsor is not technic�lly required to be � citizen or perm�nent resident. Th�t bein� s�id, USCIS looks f�vor�bly on
�pplic�tions with sponsors who h�ve some form of perm�nent residency.

Eli�ibility Criteri�

USCIS m�kes its jud�ements on � c�se-by-c�se b�sis. Positive f�ctors �re wei�hed ���inst �ny ne��tive f�ctors when decidin�
whether to �r�nt p�role.

USCIS offers � non-exh�ustive list (https://www.uscis.�ov/hum�nit�ri�n/hum�nit�ri�n-or-si�ni�c�nt-public-bene�t-p�role-for-
individu�ls-outside-the-united-st�tes) of f�ctors to be considered. They include the followin�:

Any issues pert�inin� to n�tion�l security
Evidence of the petitioner’s ch�r�cter
The potenti�l imp�ct �n �pplic�nt mi�ht h�ve on the community once they �rrive in the United St�tes
Any evidence pert�inin� to � history of fr�ud or crimin�l beh�vior
Document�ry proof th�t the bene�ci�ry will be �n�nci�lly supported
Whether the �pplic�nt could ful�ll the purpose of their p�role by other me�ns
The future circumst�nces of the �pplic�nt — th�t is, whether they’ll le�ve the United St�tes or pursue perm�nent st�tus once the
dur�tion of p�role h�s l�psed

These �re just � few ex�mples of f�ctors considered by USCIS of�cers �s they deliber�te p�role requests. Note: USCIS reserves the
ri�ht to end � person’s p�role �t �ny time, if they �nd th�t p�role ce�ses to serve its intended purpose.

Filin� Process

1 .  S U B M I T  N EC E S S A RY  F O R M S

There �re two forms th�t �ll p�role �pplic�tions must include. They �re:

Form I-131, otherwise known �s Applic�tion for Tr�vel Document
Form I-134, or Af�d�vit of Support

We’ve �lre�dy covered the m�in concerns �ssoci�ted with I-134 in the section titled “Sponsor Requirements.” For Form I-131, the
�pplic�nt will need to include evidence th�t is relev�nt to their c�se. If for inst�nce they �re �pplyin� for p�role to �et medic�l
tre�tment in the United St�tes, they c�n submit evidence from the followin� list:

Proof th�t the �pplic�nt’s condition is severe
Written st�tement from � U.S. doctor indic�tin� the cost of the tre�tment, the timeline of the tre�tment process, �nd their consent to
�dminister the tre�tment
Written st�tement from � doctor in the �pplic�nt’s home country, indic�tin� the di��nosis of the condition, the necess�ry medic�l
tre�tment, �nd the re�sons for referrin� the p�tient to � U.S. doctor
Any documents pert�inin� to the cost of the tre�tment
Document�tion showin� how the p�rolee will p�y for their tre�tment

In �ddition to providin� evidence, the �pplic�nt will �lso need to include 2 p�ssport-style photos
(https://www.boundless.com/blo�/�reen-c�rd-photo-requirements/), �nd � copy of their of�ci�l ID, cont�inin� their n�me, d�te of
birth, �nd photo. They will �lso need to �ttend � biometrics �ppointment. For more inform�tion, you c�n re�d the USCIS instructions
(https://www.uscis.�ov/sites/def�ult/�les/document/forms/i-131instr.pdf) for �llin� out Form I-134.

https://www.boundless.com/immigration-resources/form-i-134-explained/
https://www.boundless.com/immigration-resources/what-is-an-affidavit-of-support/
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/forms/i-134instr.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/humanitarian-or-significant-public-benefit-parole-for-individuals-outside-the-united-states
https://www.boundless.com/blog/green-card-photo-requirements/
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/forms/i-131instr.pdf
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2 .  U S C I S  P E R F O R M S  I N I T I A L  R E V I E W

The Hum�nit�ri�n Aff�irs Br�nch (HAB) will �rst determine whether HAB indeed h�s jurisdiction over the c�se �nd whether the
�pplic�tion is time-sensitive, in which c�se it would be expedited. If HAB �nds th�t it does not h�ve jurisdiction then the c�se would be
sent to ICE for further review.

3 .  U S C I S  D E L I B E R AT E S  A N D  I S S U E S  D EC I S I O N

After it is determined th�t HAB h�s jurisdiction, � USCIS of�cer will inspect the �pplic�tion, m�kin� sure th�t �ll the requested
documents �re included. The of�cer will �lso perform � b�ck�round check �nd request further evidence if needed. They m�y �lso send
out � Notice of Intent to Deny. Once � USCIS of�cer h�s m�de their decision, they will send the c�se �le to their supervisor for review.

4 .  U S C I S  CO M M U N I CAT E S  D EC I S I O N  TO  A P P L I CA N T

Once � decision is �n�lized, the petitioner will be noti�ed �s to whether their �pplic�tion w�s �pproved. If �pproved, they will receive
� letter tellin� them how to �et their tr�vel documents. The consul�te or emb�ssy ne�rest the �pplic�nt will �lso be noti�ed. If denied,
the petitioner will receive � letter informin� them th�t their �pplic�tion h�s been rejected.

5 .  PA R O L E E  O B TA I N S  T R AV E L  D O C U M E N T S

If the petitioner h�s been �pproved, they will need to submit Form DS-160 (https://www.boundless.com/immi�r�tion-resources/form-
ds-160-expl�ined/), otherwise known �s Applic�tion for � Nonimmi�r�nt Vis�. They will �lso need to �ttend �n �ppointment for further
security checks, biometrics, �nd identity veri�c�tion. If �ll �oes well durin� the �ppointment, the petitioner will receive � document
known �s � bo�rdin� foil. This will �llow them to tr�vel to the United St�tes, but they must do so within 30 d�ys of receivin� the
document.

6 .  A P P L I CA N T  I S  PA R O L E D  I N TO  T H E  U N I T E D  S TAT E S

Fin�lly, once the �pplic�nt �rrives in the U.S., CBP will review their documents �nd determine whether p�role should be �r�nted. If
p�role is �r�nted, the new �rriv�l will receive Form I-94 (https://www.boundless.com/immi�r�tion-resources/form-i-94-tr�vel-record-
c�rd-online/), otherwise known �s �n Arriv�l/Dep�rture Record, which will show the dur�tion of their p�role �nd d�te of entry. Once in
the country, the p�rolee c�n submit Form I-765 (� work permit) if they intend to �nd employment.

Note: This process c�n ch�n�e dependin� on the �pplic�nt’s circumst�nces. For inst�nce, �lin� Form I-134 will h�ve different
requirements if the petitioner is �lre�dy in the United St�tes.

Implic�tions of the BBB Act

The scope of immi�r�tion p�role could ch�n�e in the comin� weeks, �s Con�ress deliber�tes over the Build B�ck Better Act
(https://time.com/6111649/reconcili�tion-bill-immi�r�tion/). Under BBB, the p�role system would exp�nd to include over 7 million (out of
the tot�l 10.5 million (https://www.pewrese�rch.or�/f�ct-t�nk/2021/04/13/key-f�cts-�bout-the-ch�n�in�-u-s-un�uthorized-immi�r�nt-
popul�tion/)) undocumented immi�r�nts — speci�c�lly, those who h�ve been livin� in the United St�tes since J�nu�ry 1st, 2011 or
before. P�role would protect bene�ci�ries from the thre�t of deport�tion (for the dur�tion of their p�role) while �lso providin� them
the �bility to work le��lly in the U.S. And throu�h � process known �s vis� rec�pture (https://www.c�to.or�/blo�/different-�reen-c�rd-
rec�pture-propos�ls-offer-wildly-diver�ent-outcomes) — whereby formerly unused vis� numbers �re redistributed — 2 million people
could bene�t from �n expedited �reen c�rd process.

Movin� forw�rd, BBB b�ckers will continue to f�ce the ch�llen�e of the “merely incident�l” test
(https://indivisible.or�/resource/le�isl�tive-process-101-sen�tes-byrd-rule). Previous �ttempts to include immi�r�tion issues in �
reconcili�tion bill h�ve cr�shed ���inst the cliffs of Eliz�beth McDonou�h’s p�rli�ment�ry opinion
(https://www.pbs.or�/newshour/politics/re�d-the-sen�te-rules-decision-th�t-blocks-democr�ts-from-puttin�-immi�r�tion-reform-in-
bud�et). But some �re hopeful th�t the inclusion of immi�r�tion p�role will help sidestep some of the issues r�ised in her previous
rulin�s.
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